How to Feast Upon the Words of Christ

or

Having a Conversation With God, Our Father



1.
Ask What...



A)
What is the context of the... 




1)
Action




2)
Audience




3)
Speaker



B)
Meaning of the Words being Used.

1)
Definition (use a timely dictionary & thesaurus. 




2)
Implication 


2.
Ask Why...

A)
Why was the verse or passage started the way it was?




1)
the chapter...




2)
the story...




3)
the book...

B)
Why did the speaker use the words that were used. (see #1.)

*
Don't just Listen to the Words... Listen to the Tone...Inflection...even...Silence...


3.
Look for Patterns...



A)
Word patterns



B)
Thematic patterns

1)
Does theme contain echoes of other stories or places?



C)
Structural patterns



D)
Similitudes




1)
Does story resemble other stories




2)
Are there patterns in the story itself 





a)
Repetitions





b)
Comparisons





c)
Juxtapositions




E)
Parallelisms

*
We gain Understanding ONLY to the degree we come to see Connections and

Recognize Patterns.......Train Yourself to see Patterns!!!!

*
Remember... God doesn't waste His time, words, or breath when He speaks to Us.

*
Look for the Most Central Pattern in All Scriptures....

Ask yourself....Does This Testify of Christ?


4.
Ponder the Savior


A)
ALL SCRIPTURE POINTS TO THE SAVIOR AND HIS MISSION



B)
Look for Parallelisms


1)
What does this Chapter, Passage, Story, Book Reveal about Christ and His Atonement?

5.
Ask Yourself...How is this story about ME?    How can I apply this to ME?

A)
Be Sure to Answer Yourself and Write it Down!!!

